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PENSYLV ANIA 


HONOURED S1 RK 
HO the Friendſhip, with which you are 
pleaſed to honour me, doth afford me 
ſufficient opportunities of Diſcourſing 
with you upon any Subjett, yet I 
chuſe rather at this time to offer unto you, in 
Writing, ſome refle&ions which have occur'd to 
my Thoughts, in a matter of no common Jmpor- 
'tance. The Importance of it doth primarily and 
.direaly reſpe& your ſelf, and your own private 
Concernments : But it alſo conſequentially and 
effeAually regards the King , his Government, and 
.even thepeace and ſettlement of this whole Nation. 
T -intreat you therefore to bear with me, if I en- 
deavour in this manner, to give ſomewhat more 
weight unto mywords,than would be in a tranſtient 
Diſcourſe, and leave them with you as a Subject 
that requires your retired Conſideration. 

You are not ignorant that the part you are ſup- 
poſed to have had of late Years in puvlick Afﬀairs, 
tho without either the Title, or Honour, or Pro- 
ft of any Publick Office, and that eſpeciall 
your ayowed endeavours to introduce among 
us a general and inviolable Liberty of Conſcience 
in watters of Meer Religion, have occaſioned the 
miſtakes of fome Men, provoked the malice of 0- 
thers, and, in the end, have raiſed againſt you a 
multitude of Enemies, who have unworthily 
defamed you with ſuch Imputations. as 1 am fure 
you abhor. This I know you have been | uthcient- 
.ly informed off, tho'I doubt you have not made 
ſufficient refletion upon it. The Conlc iouſneſs of 
yeur own Lnocence [eems to me tO have given you 
too great a contempt of fuchunjuſt and ill-grounded 

© Slanders. For however glorious it is, and reaſo- 


rable, for a truly Virtuous Mind, 'whoſe inward 
Peace is founded upon thatRock of Innocence,to def- 
piſe the empty noiſe of popular Reproach,yet even 

that Sublimity of Spirit may ſometimes ſwell to a 

reprovable Exceſs. To be fteadyard immoveable in 

the proſecution of wiſe and honeſt Reſolutions, by 
all honeft and prudent means, is indeed a Duty 
that admits of no exception. But nevertheleſs it 
ought not to hinder that,at the ſame time;there be 
alſo a due care taken of preſervinga fair Reputati- 
on. A good Name, ſays the Wiſe Man, is tettey 
than a Precious Oyntment, It isa Perfume that re. 
commends the Perſon whom tit accompanies, that 
procures him every where an eaſy Acceptance, 
and that facilitates theSucceſs of all his Enterpriſes, 
And for that reaſon,tho' therewere no other, lintreat 
you to obſerve, that the care ofa Mans Reputati- 
on is an cflential part of that very ſame Duty 
that ingages him in the purſuit of any worthy 

Deſign. 

- But Imuft not entertain you with a Declama- 
tion upon this general Theme. My bufineſs is 
to repreſent to you, more particularly, thoſe very 
Imputations which 2re caft upon your Self, toge« 
ther with ſome of their evident Conſequences ; 
that, if poſhble, 1 may thereby move you to la- 
bour aſter a Remedy. The Source of all ariſes 
from the ordirary Acceſs you have unto the King, 
the Credit you are ſuppoſed to have with Him, and 
the deep Jealouſy that ſome People have conceived 
of His Intenticns inreference to Religion. Their 
Jealouſy is, that his Aim has been to ſettle Popery 
in this Nation, not onely in a fair ard fecure Li- 
berty, but even in a predominating Superiority 0» 
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ver all other Profeffions. And hence the 


inference follows, that Whoſoever,imas any part in- 


the Councels of this Reign; muſt needs be Popiſh - 


ly affe&ed : 'But, that:to have ſo great a part in” 


can happen to. 


yau are ſaid to have had 
—_ bat -is the dizeft 


none but an abſolute Fapiſt. - That -is 
Charge. 
confiderable for a Papiſt of an ordinary form : and 
therefore you muſt be a Jeſuit. Nay to confirm 
that Sugge tion, itmult be accompanied with all the, 
circumſtances that may beſt give it an Air of Pro- 

bability 3 -a3 that you have been bred at St. Omers, 
inthe Jeſuits Colledge ; that you have taken Or- 


ders at : Rome, aud there obtained a Diſpenſation- 


to Marry; andithat you have, fince then, fraquent- 
ly cffiated asa Prieft, in the Celebration of the 
Maſs, at #Site-Hall, *St. Fames's, and other Viates. 
And this being admitted, nothing can be tao black 
to caſt npoa you- Whatſoever 15 thought amils ei- 
ther in Church or. State, tho never {o contrary 
to your Advice, is boldly - attributed to it. 
And if'other Proofs fail, the Scripture it ſelf 
; muſt be brought in to confirm, That whoſoever of- 
Feds in one Point, ( in a Point eſpecially ſo eflen- 
tial as that of our too-much-aftefted Qniformity ) 
4s guilty of 'the Breach of all our Laws. Thus the 
Charge of Popery draws after it a Tail, like the 
'Er-catera-Oith, and, by endleſs Innzendo's, pre- 
- Judicates you as gailty of whatſoever 'Malice can 
nyent, or Folly believe. Bat that Charge therefore 
. being removed, the Inferences that are drawn 
from it will vaniſh, and your Reputation wilt ca- 
fily return to its former Brightneſs: 

Now, that 1'may the more effe&ually perſwade 
von to apply ſome Remedy to this Diſeaſe, I be- 
feech you, Sir, ſuffer me to lay before: you ſome'of 
its pernicious Conſequences.It is no trifling, matter 
for a Perſon: raiſed, as you are, above the common 
level, to lie-under the Prejudice ef ſo general” a 
Miſtake, in fo Important a Matter. The general; 
and the long, prevalency of any Opinion gives 
ita ſtrength, *Fecially amongſt the Vulgar, that 
is- not eahity; ſhaken. And as it happens that you 
kgve alſo Enemies of a higher Rank, who will be 


r&ady- to improve ſuch popular Miſtakes, by-all' 
forts of malicions -Artifices, Tt muſt be taken-for” 


granted that thoſe” Errors will be thereby Kill 
more confirmed, and the Inconveniencies that may 


ariſe from thence no leſs increaſed. This, Sir, I' 


affure yon, is a melancholy: Proſpe&t to your 


Friends, For we know you have ſuch Enemies. The- 
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But chat is not enough. 'Your Poſt is too - 


. theſe +Exprefhons 5 
"TI am fearful leſt theſe. 


. - 
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of ſo Univerſal a Liberty of Conſcience, ai 

your Principles have lead you to promote, has of-- 
fended many of thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to crofs 
it. Ineed not tell you bsw ma'y, and/tiowpow- 
erful they are». Nor car I tell-youz either” how 
far, orby what Ways and Meatk, they mity en- - 
deavour to execute their Revenge. - But this how- 
ever I muſt needs tell you, That in your preſent 
Circumſtances, there is ſufficient ground for. ſe : 
mach Jealoulie; at leaſt,” as oughtito excite you to 
uſe the Precaution- 'of ſome © publick Vindi- - 
cation, This the Tenderneſs of Friead(hip 
prompts your Friends to defire of you 3 And this 
the juſt Senſe of your Honour, which true Religi- 
on not extinguiſh, requires you &p execute. 

Pardon, I 'iatreat you, Sir; the ef of 


nay ſuffer -me, withvut Of- 
fence , to expoſtulate with you yet a little farther. 
rianal. Confiderati- 
ons, ſhould not have their-due weight with you ; 
ard therefore I carinot omit*to refleR alſo u 

ſome more general Conſequences of your particu- 
lar Reproach. - I have ſaid it already; Tha# the 
K thy, Hu Howour, His Government, and even the 
Peace and Settlement of this whole Nation, either" 
are, or bave been concerned in this matter. Your 
Reputation, as you are faid to have metlled in pnb-- 
lick *Aﬀairs, has been of pnblick Concerament. 
The promoting a General Liberty of Conſcience: 
having been your- particular Province, The AC- 
perſon of Popery and Feſuitiſm, that has been caſt 
upon you, has refletted upen His-Majefty; for ha- 
ving made uſe, in that Aﬀair, of ſo diſguiſed a Per- 
ſonage as you are ſuppoſed to have «been. It has 
allo weaknedthe force of all your: Endeavours, ob- 
ſtrufted their Effe&, and contributed greatly to 
diſappoint this 'peor Nation of that ineftimable 
Happineſs, and ſecure Eſtabliſhment, which -F- am 
perſwaded you defigned, and which all good and 
wiſe Men agree that a uf and inviokeble Liberty: 
of Conſcience would infallibly produce. 1 heartily 
wiſh this Conſideration had 'been fooner laid- to 
Hearr, and that 'fome demonſtrative Evidence, of 
your 'Sincerity in the Profeffion you make, had 
accompanied all your endeavours for Liberty. - 

Bur what do Iſay, or -what do I wiſh fer? 1 
confeſs that I am 'now ftruck with Aſtoniſhment, 
at thatabundant Evidence; which I know you- have 
conftantly given, of the Oppoſition of yaur Prin- 
ciplesto thoſe of the Komiſh Church ; and at the1it. 
the Regard there hasbeen kad unto its If an opan 


Profeſfiog 
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» that hasever appeared in the World, fince 
was firſt diftinguiſhed from common Chri- 
ſtianity, would ſerve the turn, this cannot be de- 
nied to all thoſe of that Society, with which you 
are Joy ned- in the Duties of Religious Worſhip. 
If to have maintained the Priuciples of that Society, 
by frequentand fervent Diſcourſes, by many ela- 
borate Writings, by ſaffering Ignominy, Impriſon-' 
ment, and other manifold Diladvantages in defence 
ti1ereof, can be admitted as any proof of your fin- 
c:re Adherence thereunto, this, it is evident to 
the World, you have done already. Nay further, 
If to have enquired as far as was poſſible fer you, 
iato the particular Stories that have been framed 
azainlt you, and to have ſought all means of re- 
Qtiſying the Miſtakes upon which they were 
grounded, could in any meaſure av2il to the ſet- 
ling a trae Charatter of you in mens [udgments,this 
allo I know you have done. For I have 
ſeen under the Hand of a Reverend 
Dean of our ZnglifbChurch,a fall acknowledgement 
of Satisfattion received from you, in a ſuſpiciou he 
had entertained, upon one of thoſe Stories, and to 
which his Report had procured too great Credit. 
And though I know you are averſe to the publiſh - 
ing of his Letter without his expreſs leave, and 
chaps may not now think fit.to ask it , - yet I am 

0 thoroughly aflured of his Sincerity and Candor, 
that I cannot donbt but he has already vindicated 
you in that matter, and will ( according to his Pro- 
mils ) be till ready to do it upon all Occaſions. 
Nay, I have ſeen alſo your juſtification from ano- 
ther Calumny of common Fame, about your ha- 
ving kidnapp'd one who had been formerly a Monk, 
out of your American Province, to deliver him 
here into the Hands of his Enemies; I ſay, I have 
ſeen your Juſtification from that Story under that 
Perſons own Hand: And his return co Penſylviniz, 
where he now refides, may be. an irretragable 
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3 © Profeſſion of the direRef Oppoſition againſt Po- 


Confutation of it, to any that will take the pains to 
inquire thercinto. 

Really it afflits me very much to confider that 
all this does not ſutftice, If 1 had not that parti- 
cular reſpe&@ for you, which 1 fincerely profels, 
yet I could not but be much affected, that any 
man. who had deſervedly acquired fo fair a Repu» 
tation as you have formerly had, whole Integrity 
atid Veracity had always been reputed ſpotlels, 
and whoſe Charity had been continually exerciſed 
in ſerving cthers, at the dear expence of his 
Time, his Strength; and his Eftate, without any 
other Recompence than- what reſults from the 
conlciouſneſs of doing good , I ſay, I could not but 
be much affetted to fee any ſuch Perſon fall, in- 
nocently and undeſervedly, under ſuch unjuſt Re- 
proaches as you have done. It is a hardcaſe, and 
I think no man, that has any Bowels of Humanity, 
can reflect upon it without great Relentings. 

Since therefore it is ſo, and that ſomething re- 
mains yet to be done, ſomething more expreſs, 
and eſpecially more publick, than has yet been 
doue for your Vindieation, 1 beg of you, Dear 
Sir, by all the tender Efficacy that Friendhip, et- 
ther mine, or that of all your Friends and Relati- 
ons together, can have upon you ; by the due Re- 
gard which Humanity and even Chriſtianity ob- 
liges you.to have to your Reputation ; by the Duty 
you owe unto the King; by your Love unto the 
Land of your Nativity ; and by the Cauſe of Qai- 
rerſal Religion and Eternal Truth ; Let not the 
Scandal of Infincerity, that I have hinted at, lye 
any longer upon you 3 but let the Senſe of allcheſe 
Obligations perſwade 7ou to gratifie your Friends 
and Relations, and to ferve your King, Your 
Country, and your Religion, by ſuch a pablick 
Vindication of your Honour as your own Prutence, 
u20n theſe Suggeſtions, will now ſhew you to bs 
moſt neceflary and moſt expedient. . I an, with 
uafeigned and moſt reſpectful Aﬀection, 


Honoured Sir, 


Your moſt humble «1a 
moſt ovediens Serv 61t« 
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! Worthy Friend, 


T is now above twenty Years, I 
thank God, that I have not been very 
ſolicitous what the World thought of 
me. For ſince I have had the Know- 
ledge of Religion from & Principle 1n my 
Self.the firſt and main Point with me, 
has been to approve my Self in the 
fght of God, throngh Patienee and 

Welldoing : {o that the World has not had weight 
enongh with me, to ſuffer its govud Op:nion to 

raiſe me, or its ill Opinion todejett me. And if 

that had been the only Motive or Cordtderation, 
andmot the defire of a good Friend, in the name 
of many others. 1 had been as filent to 
thy Letter as1 uſe to be to the Idle and Maliti- 
ous Shams of thE Times. But as the -Laws of 
Frieni/tip are ſacred with thoſe that value that 
Relatien, ſo 1 confeſs this to be a Principle One 
with-me, not to deny a Friend the ſattisfattion he 
defires, when it may be done without offence to a 
good Conſcience. ; | 

The Buſineſs chiefly inſiſted upon, 1s my Pope- 

Per and endeavours to promote it. I do ſay then, 
and that with all Sincerity, that I am not.only no 
Feſuit, but no Papif._ And which is more, I never 


had any Temptation upua me to be it, either from 


PEN Ns ANSWER 


To the foregoing 


T L E 


donbts in my own mind about the way T profeſs, or 
from the diſcourſes or writings of any ofthatReligi- 
on. And in the Preſence ofAlmighty God 'I do de- 
clare, that the King did never once, dire&ly or 


indirectly, attack me,or tempt me upon that Sub- - 


ja, the many Years that I have had the Advan- 
tage of a free Acceſs to him ; ſo unjuſt, as well as 


ſordidly falſe, areal] thoſe Storys of the Town. 


The only Reaſon, that 1can apprehend, they 
have to repute.me a Roman Catholick, is my 
frequent going to Whitehall; a place no more for- 
bid to me thanto the reſt of the World, who yet, 
it ſeems, find much fairer Quarter. 1 have almoſt 
continuallyhad one Bulinels or ether there for our 
Friends,whom I ever ſerved with a ſteady Solicita- 
tion,thro all times ſince 1 was of theirCommunion. 
I had alſo a great many perſonal good Offices to 
do upon a Principle of Charity , for People of all 
perſwalions > thinking it a Duty to improve the 
little Intereſt I had, for the .good of thoſe that 
needed it, eſpecially the Peor. IT might add 
ſomething of my own Affairs too; though T muſt 
own, ( 1:1 may without vanity) that they have 
ever had the leaft ſhare of my Thoughts or Pains 
Or elſe they would not have ſtill depended as they 
YET UOs 


But 


VE 


ut 


'But becauſe ſome People are ſe unjuſt as to 
render; Inſtances for my Popery (or #ipoeri(y rather, 
for ſo it wonld be in me) *tis fit I contradia them 
as particularly as they accuſe me._ I ſay then ſo- 
lemnly, that TI am fo far from having been bred at 
St.Omers and having received Orders at Rome, that 1 


. never was at either Place ; nor do I know any bo- 


dy there; nor had Ievera Correſpondency with 
any one in thoſe Places , which is another Story 
invented againſt me. And as for my officiating in the 
Kings Chappel, or any other, it is ſo ridiculous as 
well as untrue, that beſides that no body can do 
it buta Prieft, and that 1 have been marryed 
to a Woman of ſome Condition ' above fixteen 
Years, which noPrieft can be, by any Diſpen- 
ſation whatever, 1 have not ſo much as Jookt 


into any Chappell of the Roman Religion, and 


CORY not the Kings; though a common 
curionty warrants it daily toPeople of all Per- 
ſwafions. 

 Andonce forall, Ido ſay that Tam a Proteftant 
DiJenter, and to that degree ſuch, that I challenge 


'the molt celebrated Proteſtant of the EngliſkChurch, 
or any other,upon that Head,he he Zay-man or Cler- 
gy-Man, in Publick or in Private. For 1 would have 


fuch People know,'tis not impoſſible for a True Pro- 
reft ant Diſſenter to be Dutiful, Thankful, and Ser- 
viceable tothe King, though he be of the Roman 
C atbolick Communion. We hold not our Property 
or ProteiFion from Him by our Perſwaſion, and 
therefore His Perſwaſion ſhould not be the Meaſure 
of our Alegiance,l am ſorry to ſee ſo many that-lcem 
fond of the Reformed Religion, by their Dil- 
affeftion to Him,recommend it ſo ill. Whatever, Pra- 
ftices of Roman C #tholicks we might reaſonably ob- 
”: againſt (and we know ſuch there are} yet He 
as diſclaim'd and reprehended thofe il] things, by 
His declared Opinion againſt Perſecution 3 by the 
Eaſe in which He attually indulges all Dilenters; 
and by the Confirmation he offers in Parliament 
for the Security of the. Proteſtant Religion and Li- 
berty of Conſcience. And in His Honour, as well 
as in my own Defence,I am obliged in Conſcience to 
ſay that he has ever declared tome it was His 
Opinion 3 and on all occaſions, when Dake, he ne- 
ver refuſed me the repeated Proofs of it, as of- 
ten as I had any Poor . Sufferer for Conſcience ſake 
to ſollicit His help for. 
But ſome may be apt to ſay, Why not any Body 
elſe as well as well as I? Why muff I Eave the pre- 
ſerable acceſs to oth:r Diſcnters, if not a Papilt ? 1 


ey - 


” - 
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Anſwer, I know not that it is ſo. But this I knovy! 
that I have made it my Province and Bufine's; T 
have followed and preft it; I took it for my Call. 
ingand Station , and have kept it above theſ: ſix. 
teen Years; and which is more, (if I may fay it 
without Yanity or  Reproach) wholly at my own 
Charges too. To this let me add the Relation m 
Father had to this Kings Service ; his pat ticular re 
vour in getting me releaſed out of the Tuw- 
er of London in 69; my Fathers humble Re- 
queſt to Him upon his Death-Bed to protedt me 
from the Inconveniences and Troubles my Perſwa- 
ſion might expoſe me toz and His Friendly Pro- 
miſe to doit, and exatt Performance of it, from 
the moment I addrefled my ſelf to Him; I fay, 
when all this is conſidered, any Body that has the 
leaſt pretence to Good Nature, Gratitude, or 
Generoſity , muſt needs know how to interpret my 
Accels to the King. 

Perhaps ſome will be ready to fay this is not all, 
nor is this yet a fault , but that I have been an 
Adviſer in other matfers, diſguttful to the King- 
dom, and which tend to the Overthrow of the Pro- 
teftant Religion, and the Liberties of the People. 
A likely thing indeeQ, that a Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
who from fifteen Years old has been (at times ) 
a Sufferer, in'bis Father's Family, in the Univerſity, 
and by the Government, for being fo, (ſhoald de- 
fign the Deſtrn&tion of the Proteſtant Religion? 
This is juſt as probab!e, as it is true thatI dy'd z 
Feſuit fix years agoin Americs, Will men ti! 
ſuffer ſuch Stuff to paſs upon them ? Is any thing 
more fooliſh, as well as falſe, than that becauſe I am 
often at White-#4#,therefore.I mutt be Author of 
all that is done there that does not pleaſe abroas?7 Brat 
ſuppoſing ſome ſuch things to have been done ; pray 
tell me, if I am bound to oppoſe any thiug that I 
am not call'd to do ? I never was a Member of Co! 
cil, Cabinet, or Committee, where the Aﬀairs of the 
Kingdom are tranſacted. 7 hare had no Office or 
Truit, and conſequently nothing can be ſaid to be 
done by me 3 nor, fur that reaſon, could I lye u- 
der any Teſ# or Obligation to di!.over my Opinli- 
on of Publick Acts of State 3 and therefore, neither 
can any ſuchAs, or my Silence about themyiii [i- 
ſtice;he made my Crime. Yolunteers are Blanks 2:1 
Cyphers in all Governments. - And unleſs calling at 
W'ite-Hall once a day,apon many Occations, or riy 
not being tnrn'd out of nothing, (for that no Ct- 
fice is) be the Evidence of my Compliance in” 01- 
azrceable thing?, I know = what elle can v = 
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ary Truth be aledged againft me. However, one 
thing I know, that I have every where moſt re- 
ligiouſly obſery'd, and endeavour'd in Converſa- 
tion with Perſons of all Ranks and Opinions, to 
allay Heats, aud moderate Extremities , even in 
the Politicks. *Tis below me to be more parti- 


cular. But I am ſure it has been my endeavour, 
that if we could not all meet upon a Religious 
Bottom.,at leaſt we might meet upon a CiuilOne,the 

d of England ; which is the common intereſt 
of Kingand People : That He might be great by 
Juſtice, and we free by Obedieace diſtinguiſhing 
rightly on the one hand, between Duty and SIzve- 
ry, and on the other, between Liberty and Licen- 
tiouſneſs. 

But, alas, I am 'not without my Apprehbenſtons 
of the Cauſe of this behavionr towards me, and 
in this I perceive we agree; T mean, my conſtant 
Zeal for an Impartial Liberty of Conſcience. But if 
that be it, the Cauſe is too good to be in pain about 
it. Tever underſtood That to be the natural Right 
of all men; and that he that had a Religion with- 
out it, his Religion was none of his own. For 
what is not the Religion of a mans choice, 1s the 
Religion of him that impoſes it. So that Liberty 
of Conſcience is the firſt Step to have a Religion. 
This is no new Opinion with me. I have writ 
many Apologies within the laſt twenty Years to 
defend it, and that impartially. . Yet I have as con- 
ſtantly declared, that Bonnds ought to be ſet to 
this Freedom, and that Morality was the beſt ; 


and that as often as That was violated under a pre--. 


tence of Conſcience, it was fit the Civil Power 
ſhould take place. Nor did Iever once think of 
promoting any ſort of Liberty of Conſcience, for a- 
ny body, which did not preſerve the Common Pro- 
teftancy of the Kingdom, and the Antient Rights 
of the Government: For to ſay Truth, the one 
cannot be maintained without che other. 

Upon the whole matter, I muſt ſay, I love Fn- 
gland ;. Tever did ſo; and that 1 am not in her 
Debt. . I never valued Time, Money, or XK tndred, 
to ſerve her and do her good.No Party could ever 


byaſs me to her Prejudice, ner any Perſonal Inte . 


relt oblige me in her wrong. For I always ab- 
hor'd diſconnting Private Fauours at the Publicks 
Ceoft. 

Would T1 have made my Matket of the Fears 
and Jealoufies of People, when this King came to 
the Crown, I had put Twenty Thouſand Pounds 


into my Pocket, and a Zundred Thouſand into my 
Prevince. For mighty numbers of People were 
then upon the Wing. But I wav'dit all; hop'd for 
better Times ; expetted the Effefts of the Kin 

Word for Liberty of Conſcience, and Happineſs by 
it ; and till 1 ſaw my own Friends, with the King- 
dom, deliver'd from the Zegal Bondage, which Pe- 
nal Laws for Religion had ſubje&ed them to, ' I 
could with no SatisfaQtion think of leaving Zn- 
gland ; though much to my Prejudice heyond 
Sea , and at my great Expence here; having 
in all this time , never had eithzr Office 
or Penftun, and refuſing ever. the Rewards or 
Gratuities of thofe I have been able to oblige. 

If therefore an Univerſal Charity, if the aflerting 
an Impartial Liberty of - Conſcience, if doing to others 
as on? would be done by, and an openavowing, and 
ſteady prattifing of theſe things, in all times, to all 
Parties , will juſtly lay a Man under the RefleRi- 
on of being a Feſuit, or Papift of any Rank, I muſt 
not only ſubmit to the CharaFer, but imbrace it 
too; And, I care not who knows, Tcan wear 
it with more Pleaſure , than it is poſſible for them 
with any Juſtice to give it me, For theſe are Cor- 
ner Stones and Principles with me ; and Tam ſcan- 
dalized at all Buildings that have them not for thetr 
Foundations. For Religion -it ſelf is an empty 
Name without them; A Whited-Wall ; a Painted-Se- 
pulchre; No Life or Virtue to the Soul ; No good 
or Example to ones Neighbour. Let us not flatter 
our Selves; We can never be the better for our Re- 
ligion, ifour Neighbour be the worſe for it» Our 
fault is, we are apt to be mighty hot upon ſpecula- 
tive Errors, and break all Bounds in our Reſent- 
ments; but we let prattical ones paſs without Re- 
mark, if not without Repentance : As if a miſtake 
about an obſcure Propoſition of Faith were a great- 
er evil, than the breach of an undoubted Precept. 
Such a Religion the Devils themſelves are not 
without; for they have both Faith and Knowledge: 
but their Faith doth not work by-Love, nor their 
Knowledge by Obedience. And if this be their 
Judgment, can it be our Meffing ? 

Let us not thenthink Religion a litigious thing 3 
nor that Chrif# came onely to make us.: good 
Diſputants', but that he came alſd to make us 
good Livers.  Sincerity goes farther than 
Capacity.It is Charity that deſervedly excels in the 
Chriſtian Relegion. And happy would it be, if where 
Unity ends, Charity did begin, inſtead of Envy 
and 


F 


bled 9. 


' that thou 


A 


and. Railing, . that almoſt ever follew ? Tt ap- 
pears to' me to be'the way that God has found cut 
- and appointed to* moderate our Differences, and 
' make them at leaſt harmleſs toSociety ; and there- 


fore,l confeſs, 1 dare not aggravate them to Wrath 


; and Blood. 'Our Diſagreement lies in our Appre- 
* henfion, or belief of things3 and if the common 
" Enemy ' of Mankind had: not the governing of 
- our Aﬀe&@ions and' Pathons, that Diſagreement 


would - not prove ſuch a Canker, as it js, to Love 


- and Peate in Civ1l Sccieties. 


' Hethat ſuffers his Difterence with his Neigh- 


” bour, about the other World, to carry him beyond the 


Line of . Moderation, in this, is the worſe for his 


- Opinion, even though 'it be true. It is too little 
« conſidered by Chriſtians, that men may hold the 
" Truth in Unrighteouſneſs; 
' Orthodox and not know what Spirit they are of. 
"So were the Diſciples of our Lecrd. 


that they may be 


They believ- 
ed in him, yet let a falſe Zeal do violence'to their 
Judgment, and their unwarrantable heat contra- 
dif the great end of theirSaviours coming, Love. 

' Men may be angry for God's ſake, and kill 


'People too. Chriſt ſaid it, and too many have 


But what ſort 'of Chriftians muſt they 


iſed it. 
by I pray, that can hate in his Name who bids us 
"love, and kill for his ſake, that forbids killing, and 


commands love, even to Enemies. h 
Let not Men or Parties think to ſhift it off frem 


. themſelves. *Tis not this Principle,or that Form, 


to which ſogreata Deſettion is owing, but a de- 
generacy of Mind from God. Chriſtianity is not 


. at Heart: No Fear of God in the inward parts : 


No aw of his Divine Omnipreſence. Self prevails, 


. and breaks out , more or leſs, throngh all Forms, 


but too plainly : ( Pride, Wrath, Luft, Avarice: ) ſo 
People ſay to God, Thy Will be done, 
they do their own ; Which ſhews them to be true 


; Heathens under a mask of Chriſtianity; that believe 


without Works, and repent without forſaking : bu- 
fie for Forms, and the Temporal Benefits of them ; 
while true Religion, which is 10/7ſt the Fatherleſs 
and the Widow, and to keep our ſelves unſpotted from 
the World , goes barefoot, and like .Zazarus is de- 
ſpiſed. Yet this was the Definition the Holy Ghoſt 
gave of Religion before Synods and Councils had 


».-the meddIing with it, and modelingof it. In thoſe 


days Bowels were a good part of Religion, and that 
to the Fatherleſs and Widow, at large. We can 
4ardly now extend them to thoſe of our own way. 


bs . = < 


1 | 
It was ſaid by him that conld not ſay amiſs, Becauſe 
Iniquity abounds the Leve of many wa xes cold. What 
ſcevcr divides man's Heart from God, ſeparates it 
from his Neighbour ; and he that loves ſelf more 
than God, can never love bis Neighbour as himſelf. 
For(as theApoftle ſaid )if we do not love bim whom we 
ſee, how can we love God whons we have not ſeen ? 

O that we could ſee ſome-men as eager ta 
turn People to God, as they are to blow them up, 
and ſet them one againft another. But indeed 
thoſe only can have that pure and pious Zeal, who 
are themſelves turned to God, and have taſted 
the ſweetnefs of that Converſion, which is to 
Power not Form, to Godlineſs not Gain. Such 
as thole do bend their thoughts apd pains to ap- 
peafe, not increaſe, Heats and Animohties; to ex- 
hort- People to look at home, ſweep their own 
Houſes, and weed their own Gardens. And ia 
no Age or Time was there more need to ſet men 
to work in their own Heart, than thiswe live in 3 
when' ſo buſte, wandering, unruly, and licentious 
a Spirit prevails. For whatever ſome men may 
think, The Diſeaſe of this Kingdom is Sin, Impie- 
ty - againſt God, and want of Charity to mens 
And while this Guilt lies at our Door, Judgment 
cannot be far off. 

Now this being the Diſeaſe, I will briefly of 
fer two things for Cure of it. The firſt is, D4- 
vids clean Heart and right Spirit, which he aſk'd 
and had of God. Without this we muſt be a 
Chaos ſtill. For the Diftemper is withinz and 
our Lord ſaid, A Evil comes "from thence. Sct 
the inward Man right, and the outward man can- 
not be wrong. That is the Helm that governs 
the humane Veſlel. And this nothing can do but 
an inward Principle, the Light ard Grace tht 
came by Chriff, which the Scripture tells us Fn- 
lightens every one, and has appeared to all men. It is 
prepoſterous to think that he, who made the World, 
ſhould ſhow leaft care of the beſt part of it, 
our Souls. No, he that gave us an outward Lu- 
minary for our Bodies, hath given ns an inward 
one for our Minds to at by. We haveit : And 
'tis ozr Condemnation that we den't love it, and 
bring our Deeds to it. *Tis by this we ſee our 
Sins, are made ſenfible of them, ſorry for them, 
and finally forſake them. And he that thioks to 
go to Heaven a nearer way will, 1 fear, belate 
his Soul, and be irreparably miſtaken. There are 
but Goats __ Sheep at laſt ; whatever ſhapes ve 

wear 


wear here. Let's not therefore, Dear Frien1, 
deceive oar ſelyes. Our Souls zre at Stake. 
won't be mocked. What w2 ſow we muſt 'exp:Þ to 
yedp. There 19 Repentance in 35: Gravz; whick 
ſhows,that if not there, then no where elſe. . 

To ſun ap this Diviaity of mias, {ſt is the 
Light of Je\us 14 our Souls that giyes us a true 1ght 
of our ſelves, al that Sight that leads us to Re- 
-pentance, waich R2peataice begets Humility, aad 
Hnnility that true. Charity that covers a multi- 
tade of Faults; which I call Gud's Expeliient @- 
Faint man's Infirmity. ; 

The ſecond Remedy to our preſent Diftemper 
3sthis, Since All of all Parties profeſs to believe 
in Go1, Chriſt, the Spirit, and Scripture,that the Soul 
3s Immortal, that there are Eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſbments, and thu the Vertuous ſhall receive the one, 
and the Wicked ſuffer the other; I (ay, fince this is 
the common Faith of Chriftendom, let us all refolve 
in the ſtrength of God to ve up to what we agree 
in, before w2. fall out ſo miſerably about the reff in 
«which we differ. Iam perſwaded, the Change and 
«Comfort which that pious courſe would bring ns to, 
would go very far todiſpoſe our Natures to com- 
pound eaſily for all the reſt ; and we might hope 
yet to ſee happy-days in poor Fngland : for there I 
would have ſo guod a Work begun. _ And how it 


TEDDINGTON, Oftober 
the 24th. 1688. 
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Gol - 


is po lible for the Eminent Men of every religions 
Perſwaſton, ( eſpecially the. preſent Miniſters 
of the, Pariſhzs of ENGLAND) to think 
of giving an. Account to God at the laſt day, 
without - uliag the utmoſt : of their Endeavours 
to »moderate the members--of their reſpefive 
Communions towards thoſe that differ from them, 
is a Myſtery to me. But this I know, and muſt lay 


it at their Doors,asI charge alſo my own Soul with 


it, God requires Moderation, and Humility from 


- us: For he is at. hand who will not ſpare to judge 


our Impatiency, if we have no Patience for one 
another. . The. Eternal God rebuke- (I beſeech 
him) the wrath ef man 3; and humble All under the 
ſenſe of the Evil of this day; and yet (unworthy as 


. we are.) give us Peace, for his holy Name's ſake. 


It is now time to end this Letter 3 and Iwitl do 
it without ſaying any 'more than this. Thou 
ſeeſt my Defence againſt popular Calumny; Thou 
ſeeſt what my thoughts are of our Condition, and 
the way to better it ;aand thou ſeelſt my hearty and 
humble Prayer to Almighty God to incline us to 


| be wiſe, if it were but for our own ſakes. I ſhall only 
-add;that I am extreamly ſenſible of the Kindneſs and 


Juſtice intended me by my Friends on this Occafion ; 


and that I am for that and many more reaſons, with 


great Truth anJ Eſteem, 


Thy - obliged and 
affettionate Friend, 


W.-9, 


FOSLSCRIAP-T, 


oO 


Ne thing in reference to my ſelf I forgot tomention, 


I have been by ſome peo- 


ple with great art rendred: powerful, 'that I might be made guilty, at leaſt 


obnoxious; which hath often drawn from me-this Expreſſion: to my: Acquaintance : 
] have all*the Inconvenience of a man of Power and Intereſt, -but nothing of the re- 


allity or advantage of that CharaQter. 


One thing I will fay, and end; I muſt do 


as 1 would be done by, and cannot with fine Diftintions or popular Humor, ab- 
ſolve my ſelf from that Duty ; for, I thank God, I am what I was, and will be what 
1 am, with his help, let the World ſay what it will, Farewel., 


EINI1S. 


W.P, 


